TV News

Course description

The “TV News” is a one month intensive theoretical and practical course on writing and producing television news stories. Students will learn how to write, shoot, edit video materials and arrange news stories in a news cast. During the course, students will have to interview each other (as part of exercises), common people and public officials (assisted by a professional cameraman and by their colleagues), write news stories and edit them, edit video and put together interviews (assisted by a professional and by their colleagues). The best materials will be broadcast by Program partners. Each student will be required to have at least one material broadcast by the end of the course.  

Objectives 
· To form TV journalists, able to work either as reporters, editors or producers, with basic knowledge of using TV equipment

· To educate journalists able of discerning sources, ready to find “hot” issues, write accurate and balanced stories

· To create open-minded and responsible reporters, who would help, through work, their future colleagues improve their skills   

REAMRK: During the course, all students are required to watch daily news bulletins broadcast by PRO TV Chisinau, NIT and Moldova 1. 

In this class the students can expect to learn how to

· Write a compelling script 

· Set up feature pieces 

· Turn a print article into a good television piece 

· Understand a video editing process

· Deliver a good “stand-up”

· Learn to tell a good package from a bad one

· Film a  story 

By the end of the class the students can expect to have –

 A presentation  tape of their own stories 

WEEK ONE

Day 1

· Introduction – students will introduce themselves to the instructor and to each other, the instructor will introduce himself

· General overview of the course – goals and description of the course, students’ expectances 

· Types of TV materials – by form, content, means 

· The language of TV-story

· Writing – differences between news for print and broadcast media, examples of print and broadcast stories, analysis

· Exercise – transforming newspaper news into TV news stories

· Exercise – writing a news story 

Day 2

· Interview as documentation 

· Interview as a part of the news story

· Exercise – peer interview 

· Sources of information – wire services, newspapers, public officials

· Simulation (students will interview e

· ach other, then will write  news stories)

· Work analysis (interviewees will analyze stories written by interviewers)
Day 3

By the end of the day, students will have to produce a news bulletin (no video)

· Sources of information – anonymous sources, “trustful” sources  

· People in a newsroom – learn about the structure of a newsroom – reporters, editors, producers

· “Staff meeting” 

· Simulation - students will simulate a newsroom and will cover different imaginary events

· The newscast

Day 4 

· “Follow up” – learn about reactions to news stories and ways to treat them (recall the news bulletin)

· Visit at a TV station (Pro TV Chisinau, possible)

· Meet the cameraman -  shooting “theories”

· Shooting images based on a news story (cameraman required)

· Using images and sounds. Write a news story based on images

· Work with camera (a group of up to 10 students - cameraman required)

Day 5

· Feature stories + example analysis

· Write feature stories on designated topics

· Election coverage, treating opinion polls’ results

· Cover an imaginary election campaign, writing tasks

· Work with camera (a group of up to 10 students - cameraman required)

WEEK 2

Day 1

· Visit at a TV station (Euro TV, possible)

· Comparing news stories (Euro TV, PRO TV Chisinau)

· Stand ups – where, when and why. Writing a stand-up

· Shooting stand-ups (cameraman required)

· Writing a report with stand-up(s) 

· Video editing – theory

· Video editing workshop (professional required)

Day 2

· Students to choose a real (!) topic which he/she wants to report on, work on selected topics. The news story to be submitted after the lunch break. 

· Putting together the stories - work with video editing equipment (professional required)

· Stories will be structured in a news bulletin - discussions

· By the end of the day, students will watch and analyze their news bulletin  

Day 3

The classroom is no more. There is a newsroom with 20 “employees”, who have to produce a daily 30 minutes news bulletin (written, shot and edited stories). Students are free to choose whether they want to be editors, reporters, producers, cameramen or video editors. However, each of them have to produce at least two reports.  

· 9.30 staff meeting

· 18.00 Newscast

· 18.30 Best reporter(s) and editor(s) award

Day 4

· 9.30 staff meeting

· 18.00 Newscast

· 18.30 Best reporter(s) and editor(s) award

Day 5 

· 9.30 staff meeting

· 18.00 Newscast

· 18.30 Best reporter(s) and editor(s) award

How to find the information on journalist workshops, issues.

How to write a job application, how to make the first steps when you have got the first job

Evaluation

Best stories to be presented to TV stations for broadcasting. 

Grading


Participation
   20%


Camera work        5%


Video editing        5%


Writing tasks
     35% 


Producing stories 35%


Total Points 
100%

A 90-100
Student reads and writes critically, and consistently communicates effectively this critical thinking with the teacher and fellow classmates. This grade is reserved for outstanding work.

B 89-80
Student usually engages with the material, reads and writes critically, and usually communicates effectively this critical thinking with the teacher and fellow classmates. This is reserved for fine, adequate work.

C  70-79
Student sometimes engages with the material, reads and writes critically, and communicates effectively this critical thinking with the teacher and fellow classmates. Student sometimes misses class.

D 60-69
Student rarely engages with the material, reads and writes critically, and rarely communicates effectively this critical thinking with the teacher and fellow classmates. Student often misses class.

F Below 60
Student consistently fails to engage with the material, read and write critically, or communicate effectively with teacher and fellow students. Student usually misses class.

Dishonesty and misconduct

As the classroom is structured as a newsroom, students are required to behave accordingly. This means that plagiarism, defamation, use of false sources, etc. will not be tolerated and students could be punished.

