Radio Journalism

Syllabus  Oct.30-Nov.25  2006

Instructors: 

Vasile Botnaru  

Botnaruv@rferl.org.md 

069187077 (mobile)

Alexandru Cantir 

alexandru.cantir@bbc.co.uk
069149218 (mobile)

Course description: 

Grading Philosophy

Why radio? What difference has radio made as the most intimate and personalized element of the mass media? How has it affected individuals by providing one-to-one communication through the air waves? 

The purpose of this course is to explore radio journalism and radio production by giving you a view from the inside: how to cover news stories for radio, produce the best interviews, find  the best radio stories, and produce the best radio features. 

As this course progresses, you should gradually gain an understanding of some of the secrets of this profession: how to be successful and how to make sure that your audience will care about your news stories, interviews, and features. As a good radio journalist you will have to ask yourself - when you are looking at a new story - why it matters. 

We will look at what good radio - and really bad radio - is. You will learn why expressing yourself briefly and clearly is crucial for a good radio journalist. 

Finally, we will look at some of the latest developments in radio journalism. 

Grading policy   

You are required to attend all of the classes and to be ready to discuss the readings as well as practice what you have learned. Please come to class on time. Your final grade will be determined by successful completion of all of your assignments and participation as follows: 
Class participation/attendance:    

10%

Radio news dispatches:


25%

Radio interview:



30%

Radio feature:




35%

Texts: 

You will be asked to read about 20-30 pages per day. Please do all the assigned readings before coming to class. 

Schedule of courses: 

Oct. 30: 

Course overview - the values and styles of radio. What do you have to know and read before speaking on a microphone as a radio journalist? 

Oct.31: 

How a radio station works.  Behind-the-scenes at the Romanian section of the BBC World Service in Chişinău, and the Romanian section of Radio Free Europe-Radio Liberty in Chisinau. 

Nov.1

News coverage. How to find reliable sources of information, get to know your patch, learn who to trust, check facts and sources. We will take a look at a few news agencies and sources of information on the internet. 
Nov. 2 

Tutti frutti of a radio. News dispatch, interview, package, vox pop, documentary, feature, discussions. Why and when do we choose particular radio formats? 

Nov. 3 

Script layout. Why a well laid out script is vital. Examples. 
Nov.11 

The art of presentation: vocal range,  authority, warmth, musicality, deep breathing, cliches, pronunciation, etc. Developing your own style. Reading in the studio  - voice training, recording, listening. 
Nov.12  

Technical aspects - minidisks, microphones and everything else a radio journalist has to learn how to operate. 
Sound Editing 1 - how to record and edit sound on computer (with Adobe Audition. etc.)  Inputting sound. Volume levels. Saving sound. Improving sound quality. Converting and storing files.
Nov.13. 

Covering News  - writing for radio, writing a radio news dispatch. You will be asked to write dispatches based on real events in the world around you. 
ASSIGNMENT – write one 1-minute news dispatch (by Nov.14,15)

Nov. 14   

Listening to and evaluating students’ news dispatches. 

Nov. 15

Listening to and evaluating students’ news dispatches. 

The Interview – choosing good interviewees, researching your subject, asking the right questions, dealing with difficult interviewees. When – and how - to interrupt. 
 The Interview  – listening and evaluating real interviews

Nov. 16 

Record and edit a ten-minute interview with a Romanian-speaking interviewee (due  Nov.18). 
The press conference – how to differentiate between useful and not-so-useful press conferences. What to do with the information, how to cover the press conference. Going to a real press conference. 

ASSIGNMENT. Go to the press conference and prioritize the information in it according to the radio format that you think fits the best. (Due Nov.18 ). 

Nov. 17

Record and edit a ten-minute interview with an Romanian-speaking interviewee (due Nov.18)
Press conferences - how to cover them.  Going to a real press conference. 

Nov. 18 

Listening and evaluating  interviews with a Romanian-speaking interviewee. 

The analysis of the respective press conference and materials written as a result. 

Nov. 20  

News events - political meetings, demonstrations, accidents, cultural events. What to do, what not to do. 
Nov.21 

Radio Features - choosing a good story for a feature, researching, setting up. You will be asked to write an outline for a radio feature.
Nov.22

Please go out into the field and record material for a radio feature. (Due Nov.25) 
Nov. 23

Sound editing 2 – sound editing and production. Structure. Choosing clips. Writing links. Using natural sound and sound effects. Using music. 

ASSIGNMENT – Write, record and edit a four-minute radio feature by Nov.25 

Nov.24  

Producing your feature – practical assistance in putting together a radio feature. 

Nov.25 

Successful stringing. How to get the most out of being a freelancer, how to advance your journalistic career. Review. 

