April 23 – May 3 (full-day Lab format) 
Investigative journalism 
Instructors: Henrik Kaufholz (Denmark) and Stefan Candea (Romania)

 

Monday: Introduction - Getting started. Basic techniques.

What is investigative reporting - discussion of definitions

Tuning in on ideas.
Planning - worst case scenario vs. best case scenario. 

 

Tuesday: Exercises - group discussion.
 

Wednesday: The paper trail & people trails

To find the facts you have to organise your research. Here we will look at documents, how to find them, how to assess, how valid they are, how to distinguish between primary and secondary sources. We will also look at the people involved - how to find them, how to approach them and how to use the information they give us.

 

Thursday: Follow the money & transnational investigations.
Many investigations are dealing with corruption, trafficking and globalisation. And in most cases this is about money. We will take a look at figures, reports, archives and how to use them. An important aspect is to think globally - like business and crime started years ago. 

 

Friday: Presentation.
In almost every investigation you have mountains of information. You have to make hard decisions when you write and edit: What is important to document, what is important to demonstrate to the public that this is actually so and so?

